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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20505

11 January 1982

Mr. Brian V. Kinney

Chicf, Declassification and
llistorical Rescarch Branch

Records Management Division

Washington Headquarters Services

Room 1D517, Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Kinncy:

The documents forwarded with your memorandum of 16 December 1981 have
been reviewed and the following classification determinations made:

a. Memorandum dated 4 May 1951, Subject: Summary of Intelligence
Lstimates on Intcrvention by Chinese Communists in the Korean War
(12 October-24 November 1950). It has been determined that this docu-
ment must remain classified at the SECRET level under Section 1-301(c)
of Ixecutive Order 12065 to protect intelligence activities, sources,
and methods.

b. Memorandum dated 6 May 1951, Subject: Intelligence and
Information Available to FECOM (ongern1ng Chinese Communist Intervention,
with two attachments: Tab A, Summarized Excerpts from FECOM Reports;

Tab B, Lxcerpts from ClA.Weckly Summaries. Tt has bcen determinced that

the 6 May 1951 memorandum, along with Tab A of this memorandum, contains
information of CIA interest that must remain classified at the CONFIDENTIAL
level under Exccutive Order 12005 to protect intelligence activities,
sources, and methods. CIA has no objection to the declassification of the
Iixcerpts from CIA Weekly Summaries contained in Tab B of the 6 May 1951
memorandum,

¢. Letter dated 21 May 1951 {from CTA Director Walter B. Smith to
Deputy Secretary of Defense, Robert A. Lovett, must remain classified at
the SECRET level under Section 1-301(c) of Executive Order 12065 to
protect intelligence activities, sources, and methods.

We have marked the documents with our classification actions and return
them to you hercewith as requested.

Sincercly

25X1
Chicf, Classification Review Division
Office of Information Services
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OFEICE OF THE GIRECTOR

Wi ORARDUM TOs DEPUTY CECRETARY OF DEFUNCR
LTNnT : Swmmary of Intellipence Fstinatss on [nterveniica by

Urimmos Communiste in the korean War (12 Coctobar -
2h Kovember, 1990).

ra compliance with your oval roquest, herzwith 1s a summery of Estirmates
sla by this agenecy, under wy ﬂlrectinn, ¢a the pubject of Chinzes Communlst
.mhr rantion in Korea., Thege esutimates,; except whore otharwlise noted, hed iha
concnrraree of the Intallig nce ;‘dvl.ﬂow} Tomaitiee which 18 compozcd of tiwe
hoade of the intelligence agencisse of the povarmment.

1. On 12 Gotovsr 1950, an estimets on "Criticel Situstions in lhe
Loy ot wes presared at the veguest of lng i'resident for the tsxe lIsland
avence. Thin estimals statedy “The Chvincee Comnunlst ground forces,
coreantly lacking requisgite air ond navel support, ere capable of intervening
effec ivaly, but vobl rocecesarily declsively, in the forean cernflicl.”, and:
"ihare ave no convincing iladiontions of w«n actusl Chinewe Cowmunisi intsntion
to resort te full scale interventlom in Horea. ™

pTter reviewing the Tactars fovoring, and those opposing, Chinese
sozmsuriet intervention, this estimutsz concluded that: U"While {ull scels
Chinese Cowsunlst interventlon ir Koren must e reparded as & continulng
noealtility, a consideratien of all knowa faclorsg lzads to the conclusion
ihit, harring & Soviut decision for global war, such aeiicon 1s nct probabtle
in 1997, During this period, interventlom will protnbly be cenfined to
continved covert asyisiance Lo the North XKoreans.?

2o n 2 Cetober, & vorsonal memerandun was Jelivered to the
Mreaident with coolns to the Szorstsaries of Suate and Defense, which stated:
“Since Qolober 13, there have been indicstions of a possibdility that the
Chinase Communlst poversment mey intend Lo ocoupy an ares which would secure
for thelr use the Sulno hydrosisctric plant snd other atretegic instellatlions
on the Korean side of the Korszan-Chinesa hordsar. Scws of thess indications

are ¥
{1y (thle 13 omitted becauss of ~casons of scurce security.)
(2} {(This persgriph noted tie prosence of an uvnusually large
mmbear of fiphter eirera’t in Danchuria.)
y i\ ‘:\
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v‘gj) {(This paragraph contuloed s report from & wsuslly reiiabloe
sourse indieatlng that an fmportant military conferance had beem hald
f;?;zgr;h:wizii i@wrdayg %n ?aiping aml & declaion mede to take sous
JArtary action ? jorto Korea with Chinese Comrunist troops crossing
L bwsgﬂf o 1J-20 detobsr.  Om Octol: v i%, ths sane suurce reported
et Lhls novemeni would preceds any official announcement.)

g acmereandun eoacluded with the fellewing paragraph:
it 5, \ ; W E
et e o L:vﬁji;témm c:m.»pm‘:'tz_’;bi'l ity cf:“i;‘-hinfem (;cfwi-:migt interventica in
W b ed yru jJust prior Lo your Paclfic irin; Listaed as one con-
cration the grobeble desiye of tha Chinese Uovermmerl to control the
ctrie installstiona on the Xoroan side of th ‘.‘*;:ula.n."r»'iver <It' ':—g
' thaﬁvm Limlted arva ocoupation for this UV BO mi@ht bé unde;makpr
i wgm%d moEt peobably be preceded or 1hnedia€ely ollowed by‘ﬂ ”@¥;£;
J‘e;evt ;rgfhaps directed %o Los United kations) that {ﬁ &rdwr‘tJ urggegf
A Aelrllaliong vital to “anchurian economy, Lhe Chiness Cummunist f";w;cm;
e thess lastellations pemding ntablitzstion of the ares. Sﬁéﬁ a
aoue Ll Tﬂ.? qumunist faca-gaver and would ST250TVE 6 POWSr B0Urce vsr;
Botssrary bo ohe Meanehorisn SToOnganY, ’

Lenued ﬁﬁ'rnihﬁ:hngELffﬁ 1990, Nationas iniellizence . stimeto No. 2>“E&
ﬁiatﬁdx-“”:;;w;ég 2 i. hfiﬁﬁgﬂ Comruniat Interventicn in Korea". This vetinate
ORISR “:{3 ng ()'rv :mmid \.an:w::?;mt« ﬁ.rn‘ep slrenzth In North isrea is estinated
m}‘“m 4.5: M v .‘;; ? » m ?.ﬂ X l-mzmn;t, Chiress Command gt tircop astroveth in
;?‘vag{gﬂffigzéeu ?% JQQfg?O' Df thig twbar thers sre at leasi 200,000
)| .‘*:; ;‘r‘;ﬂ H ;":i 'Ea Y:;‘.ixmj:!-;‘m: ﬂtr*n{:"thﬁn acdad to the forces already ia
ot el ieved o mﬁj?)i.e Chinee: Communlets cupabls of: (u) halting
o é%ﬂvgﬁ)wf;»p¥;~a:%“ﬁ?ﬁ northward, through plecemeal commitisgnd of
N ?ﬂb””filfﬁ;éndi£:é$Jﬁ vd withdrawal 2o defensive posiLiony farther pouth by

e @ Tmuyt .. \
QW>MHH"“.;}.”f§r@$th“E@ continued: "The odjeutive of the Climnmae Communiat
DR M AN P e ety 2 e o & . . | - i ¢
w~ﬁw; (‘%.;é }5ﬂ&ﬁxaptu he %o helt the advence of Imi‘ed Nations forceas in
PN L8 T Keen & Chiness regime in tsing un Kovean poil."

+ £ ad g "
endo e ;«12"2«; ;:;1 :;“;r' ‘:‘ ﬁmm "Tf}a Chinese Comyunists thus far retain full
o S‘m?(.;r@/ oo ix‘"‘"h “x d «t{h.»i‘f:)ﬁ(lt qun.oraa. They are freea to adjost thelr wetion
e wggéépﬁmfﬁ n;mtlﬁvflap@ﬁn» ef the situstion. If tha Chinsee Communista
e »ﬂ} 7:§jxmyfng the effective atreacth of UN fovees in northern
Lt ?mwumVﬂ purene thelr advantage ag fer s vosaible. 7 the wllitary
1o ntabilisod, th3y may well conslder ant, with advanieseous terrain

ans the onsat of Wwintap. ¢ e 1

. dibwh 00 Wintar, thalr forios now im 7 oras e
Tl R = G o 3T viaare anfliesion amplish
bhatr Dovedinta purpozcs, g a auffeiont Lo sceomplie)

»
sitntion

N Twia e

The nont So last ; ' 313 r
vibe Chinass fomityrs pfragragh of the cenclusions of this sstimate stated:
Lo memaunlate, in intervening in roren, have sccepted a grave risk of

taliation wr ) - jawr ]
?E sliation wnd general waw, They would probably ignore an ultimatim requiring

haa e withdraval (£ Chi
£ Ciiinear territ g
extar taren in Pl pooine 1tory were %o be attecked they would probably
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And the concluding paregraph of the estimate on & Hovember stated:
"The fact that both the Chinaewe Communists and tho USSR have scoepled an
ircreesed risk of a gonoral war indicates either that tho Kremlin is re:dy to
feue a showdown with tha deant at an e4rly da'e or that circumetarces have forced
them to sccept that rigi,”

Further, in the discussion portion of this estimete publichod on
£ Worember 1950, 4% was stated: "The Chinese Com unists could probably mare
araileble ae many sz 300,000 troops within 3¢ tc 60 days for sustained groand
operetlors in Kovesn snd gould provide limlted air support and some armor."

4o On 2L Hovesber 1950, Natienal Intelligence Estimnte 2/1, a revigw
of the: subjeet "linens Comcundst Intorvention in Xoroa" in the gttt of new
develornents and new irformstion was lgsved. In ite conclusions thia satimate
stated:  “Thr Chiness Comnunists will simultensously:

madntete Chinese-North ¥orear holding operations in Horth Loy
be  maintsin or increass thelir rmilitary strength in Mancirlag

seeit Lo obtein I7 withdrawsel from Koroe by intimivation and
divionetin wenns.

“In came of fallures 4o chtain UN withdraval Yy ithess means there
Will be dnevcselup Chinese intervention in Korea. At a minimm tihe Chinesa
will conduet, om an locrcaging acsle, wacknowledged operations Aeslgned to
dmeobdlies U4 forees in Korea, to sublect ther to prolonged attrition, and to
wainteln the cemblance of s Nevrth Korean stetas in being., Aveilable evidence
ia ot conelusive as Yo whethar or not the Chinese Communists are as yet
comnlttes to o [Wllesiele offensive offort. iventuslly they wmay undertale
crorations designed to trding about the withdrmwal of UN forcae frum Xoures.
14 13 estimeted thot they do not have the military capabllity of driving the
UN forcea frow the pesinsula, but they do have the capability of foreing them
to withdrav to defensive soritions for prolonged snd inconclusive operations,
which, the Communists might caloulate, would ‘wad to eventual UN withdrawsl
from Xovea,n

Is should De roted thet the above mentiscd estimate (K1E 2/ 1) was
ruldiished on 24 Novembor 1950, just twc days before the United Nations

of fesive Into NHooth Fores end the resclisnt full-scsle Chinese Comnonist
inter-ention.

o

WALTER B, OSMITH
Director

-
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&
Pleage refer Lo your letters of May ¥ and lo, 1951, forwarding
Lron Senavor ifussell, Chadrmman of the Armed Services Committ e,
tor Jatltonztoll.  Senator Saltonstall's letter requests that
available 1o the Comaittee on Armed Services “the Central

sHes Agency reports concerning Sores frow June 1, 1950 to
2 LHELL L ctopsther with a List of ¢fficers in the Jefense
4 vhe DJepartment of State, Lhe Jepartments of the Army,

Morce, Yo wnom these rosorte werve delivered.!

UM are awulw, many of Lhese volusipnous reporte come te us
LALIMme Ly sounslitive sources. Yther ceports come to us fron
oodntellience services,  Purtner, these reporis vary iua
: Trom worthless to cignificaent, and 1t would require traired
Latepidpepee analysts to interpret them. Most important of all,
Le Lne nﬁcassit” Ww prowet our sources. It was witn tnis

in wind thal the Consross (in secnion 1U2 (d)(3) of the
Security act of 19h7) piaced on the virector of Centrsi
tigence the yuopensibiltity Jor protecting intellipence sources
thodo,  howsver, these raw inteilipence veports are passed o
¢ riinent inwcllipence avencies of the Yedersl Govermment upPon
ceoelot and the Depuartment of Defensae nas all of them. They should
not ve released s to do oso would Lo Lo reveal Lhelr scurces.

o raw reporbs bave oeen EVdLUdLLi aritd collated by the
Inteliiverce Apency and the other uppropriate intelligenc-
STRE ¥ ool the Jovermient. ine finu¢ ibserpretation of all tods

e cudyoand tpe findshed proauct of our whole infellipence system,
i 'a40 vy The Certral Intelidgence Agencr, ir collaboration witn
vads of bhe vardous intellipence services, into National

e Bestimates. Phese Natlonal Intelligence Estimates

; 2 to the members of tho National Security Council

avied an members of the Initelligence Advisory committee, which is
empesed of Lhe heads of the different intellipence services, Thus,
i sational Lstirnates as well as all o7 tbe basic intelligence
s aving to do with tne Korzan situ.tion were distributed to

PR ¢

-
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the Nepartmert of e fame T
“he .@?L‘meqt of lJefense and ils major sihgidiary  ntellipence offices

A0 Ay T 3: -h o~ e < me 3 e N T
a2 Informed that, those estimates dealins with the Far Fastern
situatd e d: ibut, ¥ : Fa
..1at¢on were distributed by the Department of the Army to the Far
etern Comarx itic . " th ar Ea
‘ﬁmnﬂ'g Fou1dnd. In addition, our representatives with the Far Rastern
: fﬁuaa pasjed to that headquarters immediately upon receipt such
renorts as they themselves obtairned, ‘ ‘

s . ‘ A _
f?ue$11genca ?irestive Number 12 (dated January 6, 1950) which states
N opa. ampe ol _ > 3 . ich s >
o paragraph 3 In cases where the disclosure of classlfied inf

tion is sought from +} . g . e tag
ron, g sougnt from the Director of Central Intelligence, and he has

[ b A8 : :

:LA); as to whether he should corply, the juestion will te referred

to the National Security Council .t ‘ )

T must call your attention to the National Security Council

e f?,the ?resenﬁ situation j? is my firn belief that in view of

‘Q Yi,dl importance of protecting our sources, and the incalculable
yfg?fit.to unfriendly powers which results Trom any revelat{on of the
:iﬁifﬁﬂf?fp??pu?acyigf our information at any giveﬁ time, néne af thé
Aoave L.r@;hql should be released to any other agency of goveriment,
f:c?jt txoge few now authorized to receive i+, i vould s; ec:

Lo vhe National security Council, . ? recomnend

Sincerely,

.
.1"‘- .
SRR O R

“ALTER B. SMITH
Mrector

I
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T ¥  DEPARTMENT OF DEFEnGE ™

WASHINGTON, HCADQUAR TERG SERVICES

WASHINGTOMN, [3.¢C 20301

December 16, 1981

e
MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF, CLASSTIFICATION REVIEW DIVISION, CENTRAL TINTELLTENCE AGENCY

SUBJECT: Request for Declassification Review

During the systematic review of all claseified Office of the Secretary
of Defense (0SD) documents over 20 years old, the Declassification and
Historical Research Branch, Records Management Division, Directorate for
Correspondence and Directives, Washington Headquarters Services, turned
up the attached document(s),

The documents were either originated by your agency, contain information
for which your agency is the classification authority, or are otherwise
of interest to you.

Tt is therefore requested that your agency review the documents and
recommend declassification, continued classification at the present or

lesser level of classification, and/or review by other agencies. If your
agency 1is recommending continued classification, in accordance with Para-~
graph 3-401, Executive Order 12065, it is requested that an authority for
continued classification be specified, along with a date for the next review.

The time permitted by Executive Order 12065 o reach the point where all
0SD documents over 20 years old have been reviewed, and the large volume
of over 20 vear old 08D documents, make it necessary to request your res-
ponse within 60 days. In your response, you may wish to provide guidance
with regard to what categories of information you do and do not wish to
have referred to you in the future.

Your assistance in effecting this review will be most appreciated. Please
return the documents to Mr. Brian V. Kinney, Chief, Declassification and
Historical Research Branch, Records Management Division, Washington Head-
quarters Services, Room 1D517, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 20301, upon
completion of your review.

Without attachments, this memorandum is UNCLASSIFIED.

- s
s

... Koo~ €=
E. E. Lowry, J,A/

0SD Records Administrator
Attachments (3)

“-;f? £ 'Eﬁgn CDR_TG— _
U123151 S§§E§§5F 0SD-DB-TS-120-81
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LIST OF AITACHMENTS

1. Memo, 4 May 51, Subj: Summary of Intelligence Estimates on Intervention by
Chinese Communists in the Korean War (12 October - 24 November, 1950) (TS)

2. Memo, 6 May 51, Subj: Intelligence and Information Available to FECOM
Concerning Chinese Communist Intervention/w 2 Attachments—--Tab "A", Summarized

Excerpts from FECOM Reports; Tab "B", kxcerpts from CIA Weekly Summaries (TS}

3. Letter, May 21, 51, Re: Central Intelligence Agency Reports (IS)

o
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